[image: image1.wmf]Boulder’s Best Seasonal Activities

Compliments of Irene Shaffer

Winter

[image: image2.wmf]Skiing/Snowboarding—Boulder is located near lots of Ski Resorts.  Eldora is the closest one; it is only about ½ hour away from Boulder.  Next are Winter Park, Keystone and Breckenridge, Vail.  If you venture further into the mountains you will find Aspen/Snowmass, Steamboat & Telluride.  
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Snow shoeing/Cross Country Skiing—No tickets or waiting in lines necessary.  These activities offer maximum flexibility.  See the winter edition of  “Boulder Magazine” for recommended places to go, or go to www.colorado-xc.org.

Polar Bear Club—every year on New Years Day at noon there are several people who gather at the Boulder Reservoir to take a dip in the sub zero temperature waters.  The people who do this then become members of the Polar Bear Club.  Several people participate, but even more are spectators.  In 2001 over 300 people joined the club.  For more information call Walter Goedecke at (303) 494-3348.

www-ssc.igpp.ucla.edu/~wgoedeck/polarbear

Ice Rink—Boulder has it’s own Ice Rink that is open just for fun.  The rink is located behind the Dushanbe Tea House between Canyon and Arapahoe on 13th Street (near where Farmer’s Market is in the Summer).  It is usually open from early December to January 31 yearly.

Handel’s Messiah—CU also offers a presentation of Handel’s Messiah around the Holiday’s.  303-492-1411
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Surrounding Areas:

*Denver--Nutcracker presentations at the Denver Center for Performing Arts. www.denvercenter.org
*Denver--The Parade of Lights displays the Holiday season lights by the Capital.   www.denverparadeoflights.com
*Superior—Ice Rink is located just off of the Louisville/Superior exit from hwy 36.  It is on the east side of McCaslin, near Old Chicago.   Boulder Valley Ice at Superior 303-494-4777 www.bouldervalleyice.com 

*Westminster—Sun Microsystems Ice Rink in located just West of The Westin Hotel.  Hockey games for kids are typically played here, but they do have open skating during various times on the weekends.  Grab your date and get going.  303-469-2100 www.icecentre.com 

*Denver—One of the largest Stock Shows in the world occurs right here in Denver every January.  Rodeos, bull riding, horse shows, Wild West shows, dancing horses, sheep shearing, barn tours, children’s petting farm and more.  www.nationalwestern.com 

*Denver—Nugget’s & Avalanche games.  No matter how well the teams are doing, it is always fun to go to their games.  Both teams perform in the new Pepsi Center with state-of-the-art sound equipment.  Occasionally, if the teams are doing poorly, they will give tickets away for free.  www.nba.com/nuggets or www.coloradoavalanche.com 

Spring

[image: image5.wmf]Farmer’s Market—Every year beginning in April and going through October we have a Farmer’s Market.  It is located between Canyon and Arapahoe on 13th Street.  They have expanded to include fresh flowers, vegetables, spices, cheese, fruit, etc.  In addition, there are vendors who prepare cooked food for purchase as well (roasted corn, coffee, smoothies, muffins, bagels, scones, etc).  Farmer’s Market can be visited on Wednesday’s 10-2 or Saturday’s from 8-2.  www.boulderfarmers.org
Bolder Boulder—This walk/run is a great activity for the whole family.  It is a 10K or 6.2 miles worth of Boulder roads; it begins at 30th & Iris and you travel to CU’s Folsom Stadium.  Thousands of people visit Boulder every year for this event (in 1999 there were 40,000 participants).  It is held over Memorial Day Weekend every year.  Registration can be done by calling (303) 444-RACE or at www.bolderboulder.com.

Boulder Creek Festival—This event occurs in Central Park over Memorial Day Weekend.  It is best known for its Rubber Duck Race to benefit the city’s EXPAND program.  The Festival also includes children’s fishing derby, a huge arts and crafts show, food court, live entertainment, carnival rides and more.  (303) 449-3825.

www.bouldercreekfestival.com
Northern Colorado Bodybuilding Championship—WOW!  This event is unlike anything you have ever seen before.  Both women and men parade around flexing their muscles.  After the intermission, the main guest is the past champion of the region.  These men are huge; they look like the incredible hulk.  If you have ever wondered how many muscles are in the human body—this is a must see event.  www.cosports.com (go to bodybuilding events)

Canine Colorado—Set at the Boulder Reservoir, this 10K or 5K walk/run includes dogs of all shapes and sizes.  Registration includes a t-shirt for the doggie companion and a bandana for your pet.  For more information or fees involved call 303-939-9661.  A related activity in Cherry Creek (Denver) is called the Furry Scurry.  www.boulderhumane.org  

Surrounding Areas:

*Longmont—4H Carnival—This all day family event is held at the Boulder County Fairgrounds on the second Saturday in March.  You will find homemade pies, mazes and games.  303-776-4865

*Longmont--Cinco De Mayo Celebration—This cultural celebration offers music, dance, food, singers, Salsa contests and acts relating to Latino culture.  Admission is free to this non-alcoholic event to honor Hispanic culture.  303-772-4358
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Shakespeare Festival—This annual event is held up on the CU Boulder campus.  They pick 3 or 4 plays that William Shakespeare wrote and they perform them under the stars.  It is an open area; so bring raincoats and cushions for the seats (they are made of stone).  Excellent summer fun! (303) 492-0554 www.coloradoshakes.org
Kinetics—People gather at the Boulder Reservoir for this contest.  Many plan for years to get their flotation device across the water in the quickest time.  Although the competition does not being until 11am, people often get there as early as 6 am to get a good spot.  There is music, sun and fun at this summer tradition.  (303) 444-KBCO.  www.kbco.com 

4th of July Celebration—Folsom Stadium hosts an annual celebration complete with live entertainment, sing-a-longs and a tremendous firework display.  The whole thing begins a few hours before dusk; fireworks start at dusk.  Chautauqua also offers a celebration with pie eating, live entertainment and terrific views.

Chautauqua Film Festival—Inside the barn like auditorium appears historic silent films from the 1920’s coupled with piano music.  Tickets are cheap, so take a date or the family.

 Surrounding Areas:
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*Highland Hills—Water World—This water park is “America’s largest family water park.”  It has so many different water slides that it provides a whole day of entertainment.  Recently they have added a boogie-boarding machine to their other attractions of wave pools, tube rides, water slides, etc.  There is something for everyone in any age group at this park.  Call (303) 427-7873 or visit www.waterworldcolorado.com for ticket prices and discount information.

*Denver—Six Flag’s Elitch Garden’s—An all encompassing amusement park with roller coasters, games, towers and more.  They recently added a water park area, which currently has about 4 rides, although it is nothing like Water World it is great that you can do some of the water rides during the hot part of the day and then go back to roller coasters after lunch.  All the rides are included in your ticket price, but parking is extra.  

www.sixflags.com/elitchgardens
*Estes Park—Annual Scottish Festival—Kilts, Kilts everywhere Kilts.  There is much drinking and dance available at the Scottish Festival.  During the days it offers booths and live performances (clogging, bagpipers), while the nighttime shifts into live concerts and booze.  No matter when you go, this event is fun. www.scotfest.com or 1-800-GO-ESTES.
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*Larkspur--Renaissance Festival—This event offers jousting, tarot card reading, knights, face painting and more.  Definitely a family event, but beware . . . the price of admission only includes the jousting everything else is extra so bring your money.  www.coloradorenaissance.com
*Denver—Rockies Baseball Games—These games are always fun because there is so much sun.  Coors Stadium is wide open, so if it rains, you get wet, if it is sunny you will get sun.  Please pack accordingly and remember that the Colorado weather changes without very much notice, so it is best to be prepared for all types of weather (bring the sun block and the raincoats).  After the game, go enjoy LODO (Lower Downtown), every bar & restaurant has specials to try to entice you in.  www.coloradorockies.com 
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Fall

[image: image11.wmf]Pumpkin Patches—There are two main pumpkin patches for the most selective pumpkin pickers.  Munson’s Gamily Farm is located at 75th & Valmont and Dexter Family Farm is at 95th & Valmont.  The Munson’s corner lot almost always has fresh vegetables year round.  In the fall you can get pumpkins and different types of squash.  Dexter farm has more decorations; they feature a jack-o-lantern totem pole, straw horses and scarecrows.  http://www.ag.state.co.us/mkt/ppatch03.html  

www.cottonwoodfarms.com    www.rockcreekfarm.com  www.rockymtnpumpkinranch.com
Surrounding Areas:

*Denver—Ocktoberfest—This event usually happens in Larimer Square with plenty of beer and brats.  They have different music bands depending on the night you chose to go down to visit.  The closest parking is in the Tabor center located on 17th and Lawrence.  

*Denver—Haunted Houses—there used to be a great haunted house in Boulder on campus, but now you have to travel to Denver for the scary stuff.  These haunted houses are not to be taken lightly; they are scary—even for adults.  Do no take your children unless they are very brave.  Denver usually has about 3-5 different haunted houses with a rating of which are the most scary that usually comes out in the Rocky Mountain News on the first or second Friday in October (located in the “Spotlight” section).  In this part of the paper they will recommend the ones children should stay away from.  It’s a spooky way to have a great time.  www.haunteddenver.com 

*Denver—The Great American Beer Festival—This annual festival occurs during the first weekend of October at the Convention Center.  The ticket price is usually just under $20, however the samples are free once you are inside.  They have 1200 beer samples from all over the nation; it is a great way to find the smaller companies with great beer.  Although Coors and Budweiser are both brewed in Colorado, most natives in Boulder try to drink alternative beer.  This is when the American Beer Festival comes in; consider it reference knowledge for when you are out with someone who orders a “Fat Tire” or “Buffalo Gold”.  Not only are there one-ounce samples of beer to consume, there are also home-brewing booths that offer equipment for your own creations, free marketing tools (buttons, bottle cap openers, etc) as well as items for sale.  In year 2000, there were over [image: image12.wmf]22,000 attendees, so get your tickets ahead of time; two of the time slots were actually sold out.  www.beeradvocate.com/events 

*Denver—Bronco Football Games—In 2001 the Broncos will play in a new stadium.  Fans over the years have enjoyed Mile High Stadium, but the new one will open this year.  These games are great fun for the whole family.  Don’t wait until November to go to a game; occasionally it is bitter cold on Sunday’s.  www.denverbroncos.com 

Please contact me directly with any further questions.  I can provide information on youth sports, clubs & organizations for youth and adults, etc.  I have lived here for 25 years; I know how to get you what you want.  
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Activities offered on a year-round basis

Compliments of Irene Shaffer
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The Boulder Public Library offers free movies during the year. .  . the catch is you have to get there ahead of time to stand in line for admission. 303-441-3197

http://www.boulder.lib.co.us 

CU presents foreign movies in their International Film Series and can be seen for a small price during evenings while school is in session. 303-492-1531 http://www.colorado.edu/FilmStudies/ifs 

Boulder has a “Skate Park” for those of you who enjoy tricks on the skateboard.  It has a half pipe type of arrangement to allow extra movement for the action.  It is located off of Arapahoe & 30 in Boulder near Scott Carpenter Park.  Superior also has a small skate park near the south pool.  http://www.ci.boulder.co.us/parks-recreation/parks_facilities/rec_facilities/skatepark.html 

Boulder is unique; it houses the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR).  This building provides research on weather conditions, which is then used in the newscasts that are on Television.  The admission is free and it provides an interesting tour for all ages.  In addition, some of the best views, and hiking trails can be found at NCAR.  Call (303) 497-1174 for tour times.  http://www.ucar.edu/ucar/visitor.html 

Celestial Seasonings has free tours of the building where they create and package their wonderful teas and drinks.  They require reservations if there are 8 or more people in your group.  Hours vary by the season so call to confirm (303) 581-1202. http://www.celestialseasonings.com 

University of Colorado’s Planetarium put on show throughout the year.  It is a great way to relax and see the stars.  They have educational shows that are great for the family, as well as evening laser shows set to music. (303) 492-5001.   http://www.colorado.edu/UCB/AcademicAffairs/fiske/home.html 

[image: image15.wmf]Boulder area has 2 Dog Parks for fun and frolic of the furry kind.  These Dog Parks are fenced-in areas where owners let their dogs off leash to play with other dogs for socialization.  Dogs are free to run, chase, fetch and wrestle with others.  The two rules of the dog park are as follows:  do not bring an aggressive dog (one who growls or bites other dogs/people/kids) and pick up after your pet.  Some dogs are aggressive by nature or training, if your dog is aggressive and you bring him/her to the dog park you will notice.  Aggressive dogs jump up on other dog owners to try to scare them; or they will chase other dogs and growl or bite them.  Dog owners may try to get in between two fighting dogs to stop the aggression (thus placing themselves in danger).  If your dog shows any of these behaviors, do not bring them to the dog park; it is a place for fun not fear.  

The Dog Parks are located between 47th & 55th on Valmont and behind the East Boulder Recreation Center.  Please remember to be respectful of other dogs and their owners.  

Boulder and Louisville have their own Pottery places.  Boulder’s, called Pottery Café (303-413-9300), welcomes everyone to come in and paint any object that they have.  The amount of time it takes depends on how detailed you or your children are.  The price ranges depending on the object you select to paint.  Louisville’s pottery place is called Mudslingers (303-926-0996), they also teach classes for all levels.  

Surrounding Areas

[image: image16.wmf]*Denver—Comedy Clubs—These comedy clubs offer an array of hosts, from famous headline acts to new comedians gaining popularity.  Comedy Works 303-595-3637 is located in the heart of downtown (which makes it easy to go out downtown before or after the show).  Or try Wits End Comedy Club at 303-430-4242.  www.comedyworks.com                                              www.witsendcomedyclub.com 

*Westminster--Dave & Buster’s is a more adult version of Chucky Cheese.  There are very few small children at this restaurant/gaming house, because it is tailored towards an older crowd.  Unless kids are with someone 25 or older, they have to be at least 21 to get in (ID checked at the door).  They have several games that are similar to ones you would find in Las Vegas.  You must pay for a “Power card” instead of inserting actual money into the games.  All of the activities have points that they cost (instead of giving a dollar value) so it is easy to forget how much you are spending.   303-438-1500 http://www.daveandbusters.com 

*Denver—Dance clubs—If you’re in the mood for a little Country Dancing one of the most popular spots is the “Grizzly Rose”. 303-295-1330

*Lakewood--Casa Bonita is a theme restaurant that existed way before all the trendy theme restaurants (Café Odyssey and Rainforest café in Denver for example) came into existence.  You can see the uniqueness of it even by the outside appearance; it is a pink house-looking building.  There is only one bad thing about Casa Bonita . . .the food.  The cheapest you can get into Casa Bonita is about $15 for dinner BUT you get endless chips, salsa and to-die-for sopapillas.  Once inside, however, you will see cliff divers, mariachi bands, haunted houses and tons of games (for children).  Although there are some things you can do as an adult, this place was made for kids.  The whole experience is hokey but fun. 303-232-5115.  www.casabonitadenver.com 

*Westminster--Butterfly Pavilion is unlike anything you have seen before.  Although it can be rather expensive, there are coupons available.  It sounds like you would just see Butterfly’s here, but that is not the case.  The Butterfly Pavilion is an educational experience for youths and adults too.  They have a fresh water petting pool for kids to see and feel different types of shellfish.  At the insect center kids can handle a tarantula, see scorpions that glow in the dark and visit several other insects.  The main part of the building is devoted to a temperature and humidity controlled room where butterfly’s fly freely.  They usually land on the visitors making children giggle and smile.  There is also a section full of cocoons to show how butterflies are born.  303-469-5441  http://www.butterflies.org 

*Denver—Ocean Journey is Denver’s main aquarium.  It features several animals that are native to Colorado as well as some that moved here.  Sea otters always offer a performance; they are very active no matter when you go.  There are also two Tigers that swim; however, you almost need to call ahead to figure out when they usually move (every time most people go they are just sleeping).  This activity does not take all day, even with children plan on about 2 hours at the maximum.  Ocean Journey is located right off of I-25 on it’s own exit.  (303) 561-4450  http://www.oceanjourney.com  

*Golden & Fort Collins—Coors & Budweiser Brewery tours.  These tours are free of charge and come with free samples of beer.  The Coors tour, located in Golden, is open from 10-4 Monday –Saturday (303) 277-BEER.  The Budweiser tour, located in Fort Collins, is available from roughly 10-4 for more information call (970) 490-4691 or visit 

http://www.budweisertours.com/docs/ftcolns.htm 


************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Listed above are some unique things that make Boulder the amazing place that it is.  Of course we still have all the traditional activities as well (art gallery’s, IMAX, Zoo’s, History museums, roller skating rinks, miniature golf, bowling, hiking, biking, swimming, sailing, sporting events and much, much more).  So next time the weather is sunny (which is usually everyday in Boulder) and you feel like getting out and enjoying life you know where to go . . .Boulder Colorado.

The Daily Camera has a section on the paper for weekend fun called “Friday Magazine” so in case you forget about any of the festivals, they will remind you.  Also if you want to contact a specific company regarding upcoming activities, the numbers are below.  

Chautauqua Association

303-442-3282

CU-Boulder Cultural Events

303-492-3227

Boulder County Fairgrounds

303-678-6235

Boulder Chamber of Commerce
303-442-1044

If you like to take classes we have two main organizations in Boulder that can help you learn exciting new things.

Boulder Parks & Recreation Centers (North, East, South) have classes ranging from dance to athletics to photography.  They also offer several different levels from children to adult.  They have seasonal pamphlets, which detail the classes and fees.  303-413-7270  http://www.ci.boulder.co.us/parks-recreation 

University of Colorado at Boulder, Continuing Education Classes—These classes are more academic and can be more expensive.  They emphasize more technique because students receive credit for them.  303-492-5148

Please contact me directly with any further questions.  I can provide information on youth sports, clubs & organizations for youth and adults, etc.  I have lived here for 25 years; I know how to get you what you want.  
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